and understood of these basement membrane proteoglycans (5, 8, 10, 11, 14, 19, 28, 34, 36 
(J Histochem
Cytochem 38:1479-1486, 1990 ) Adult male or female Sprague-Dawley rats (Charles River-, Raleigh, NC) were given a lethal intraperitoneal injection of pentobarbital. Tissue samples were taken from the animals and either frozen in a solid CO2/isopentane bath or fixed in acid alcohol and processed for paraffin embedding. Frozen tissue sections 10 tm thick were cut on a refrigerated mic.rotome (Reichert Scientific Instruments; Buffalo, NY) and affixed to glass slides. Paraffin sections were cut at 6 tm on a rotary microtome (Reichert) and affixed to glass slides. The staining protocols for single label immunostaining offrozen tissue sections have been previously described (5). For immunostaining ofparaffin sections, slides were cleared in two changes of xylene and rehydnated through a graded alcohol series (100-95-80-70-50% ethanol x 2 mm). The sections were then digested for 15 mm in a solution of bovine testicular hyaluronidase in PBS (15,000 U/mI) (13) . Afterwards, the sections were rinsed three times for 10 mm in PBS. From this point on the immunostaining procedure was the same as described for frozen sections (5).
For neuromuscular junction studies, fresh rat thigh muscle was teased into separate fibers under a dissecting microscope and treated with 1% BSA ) , and trypsin/Et1Lk (tissue culture grade, 30 mm; Gibco, Grand Island, NY). The sections were rinsed three times for 10 mm in PBS to remove any residual enzyme, then processed for immunostaining as previously described. To examine the effects of fixation on the recognition of antigen in tissue sections by the MAb, frozen tissue sections were treated with 4% formaldehyde, 2% .
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the glomerular basement membrane. 
